This issue of IETI has contributors from Famagusta Northern Cyprus, USA, UK, Turkey, South Africa, China, and Hong Kong and considers topical issues ranging between PBL, learning technology in action, social leaning, curriculum, educational development and a host of other issues including international experiences.
Technology Acceptance Model (TAM), finding significant predictors of actual behaviour towards using social media for learning.
Nitin Naik Ministry of Defence (MoD), UK explores 'The use of GBL to teach mathematics in higher education' presenting an innovative game-based learning approach to the teaching of basic mathematics in higher education through the example of a first-year mathematics module of the BSc Computer Science course offered by the Aberystwyth University (UK).
In 'Investigating learning with an interactive tutorial: a mixed-methods strategy' M. R. (Ruth) de Villiers and Daphne Becker School of Computing, University of South Africa describe interactivity research employing usability-testing technology to analyse cognitive learning processes; personal learning styles and times; and errors-and-recovery of learners using an interactive e-learning tutorial.
Engineering learning is treated in two essays. Cecilia K. Y. Chan, et al., Hong Kong, explore 'Evidence-based conclusions concerning practice, curriculum design and curriculum reform in a civil engineering capstone design course in Hong Kong' , providing evidence-based conclusions from students showing how students were able to develop depth and breadth in engineering knowledge and skills previously not covered in 'The positive influence of active learning in a lecture hall: An analysis of normalised gain scores in introductory environmental engineering' , Timothy J. Kinoshita, David B. Knight, Badin Gibbes, Virginia Tech, United States and The University of Queensland, Australia show statistically significant differences between learning gains in content delivered using the active learning method versus a traditional, lecture-only delivery.
The book review by Frances Deepwell, Leicester Learning Institute, University of Leicester looks at 'Advancing practice in academic development' (eds), David Baume and Celia Popovic Abingdon: Routledge, 2016, Emphasiding the opening proposition:
We suggest an overall purpose for academic development -to lead and support the improvement of student learning.
The book is both an historical account of progress in the field of 'academic development' over time, and an invitation to readers to advance their own practices by methods revealed in the various chapters.
Gina Wisker
Cambridge and Brighton g.wisker@brighton.ac.uk
